Graham, Fred, phone conversation 1/7/72 


Wants 


to nick my mind about WG Report. I am on very short notice trying to pull myself 
- - - * t recall. x*rhnt was said about it« And that is, it 


together ar, to minor detail and I ean 


i to do with President Kennedy's brace .And his Aco bandage 


why I'm asking about it. The, are fonally going to in the next .tew weeks, open _ 

‘ that material to pathologists. And they arc accepting requests from pathologists 


ha' 

"Here 

-up some of 

who want to look at it." 

¥ : "Are vou a oahtologist? " , , *n 

"Ho, I'm not a pathologist, but they will let people like me, not like me but they will 

let people who are not pathologists who they wzi3c consider have a legitimate reason 
comm? r-sion a pathologist to go and study the stuff .And they say that they don t Itot 
to uattholo- dots who represent people who arc, who agree with the Vffi. In tact, Harms Marshall, 
w hois in charge of tils, for tbs Kennedy family, assumes that anyone who wants to look into 

it does not agree with the Warren Report." , ^ . 

"I'm not sure that lie's really goint to act on this. ‘Ids is just what he says.he is 
reserving the right to approve each one on a person-to -person basis.But 
back to this business, now that these people arc going to see it, I've been caimans xeeeus: 
ud and asking them what they want to see. And one of these doctors, one of them,... one 
of the things I want to see is the brace and the Ace bandage he was wearing because... what s 
apparently what kept him from falling over .After he was hit the first time." found no real 
refs to bandage. Discussion my new evidence. „ 

"Here's what I wanna know..." I say irrelevant. "Are they relevant to naything? x, °* 

G: "That's what I thought." We. "How let mo tell you why" and then does, using my own experince 

as back braces to illustrate. ■ . 

"Sell, now here's what the doctor told me. He said that the Ace bandage was wrapped 
around Kennedy's crotch... over the brace to anchor the bottom of the brace... why would 
a person wear an Ace bandage - as I understand it, the Ace Bandage was passed through his 
crotch, around a buttock, back throng the cratch, around the other buttock,in a pigure-8 
pattern... I can see no reason for tint except to anchor a corset. "I explain other reason, 
to brace what the corset can't, the bottom of the spine, for if the corset is low enough 
to do this he can t sit. "I see.... Well, just imagine how tough it was walking around with 
an Aee bandage wrapped around your, uh, through your croteh and around your... fell, now, uh, 
so, what I want to get at, and I think. you have virtually answered it, is whether or not 
there was much written about the Ace bondage... (l offer access to ray A to show how fast 
K did fall over)... "At this time I feel the same way tliat you probably assume that most 
people do, and that is that unless there is.unless there is some glimmer of something 
tha": really sticks out* w fcfcsk g looks like sxstinks, I* a. not gonna xmaerse uysoju ® • oWhat 
should they (pathologists ho locking for?...(l tell what film doesn't support WC conclusions, 
from completed hook, not to bo used). .."In what way does it not?" I tell. ^ I then explain 
tint present release will be very damaging to living and dead Kennedys. He asks "wHX'^ana 
I explain about contract "which was given to you when it was denied to me and you dion t 
understand it. when you used it." G:'*I didn't know that." Offer him corres. on tms. 

"And you will sea that you were used, Fred, because you don't have the kind of detailed 
knowledge I have... They leaked to you, on the theory, when you asked for it, that you would 
go for the sensation, which is a perfectly normal and proper thing." G. "So what did x misst’ 

I explain can be used to pin all suppression on Kennedys. Tell of my suits and leaving 
word for him, "but you never got in touch with me. "...."When was that?" W. "A long time ago 
. . . "Somyou t ink the Kennedys were bamboozled by other, is that it?"V$ "Absolutely.’ refer 
to contract. Tell him Marshall's name written in and that he didn t draft. "G. I'll check 
that... "I then offer, in confidence, to show him what is wrong with WR from the? pix, 2-rays. 
G:"Iou say you have the pictures and X-rays?" W:"Ho...I know what they show.. ."Offer to 
show him unpublished stuff in confidence, describe it as "enormous amount" ...Well, now, 
if I'm gonna talk to, uh, when these people start going through". W:"If they do.” Gx' ^hen 
they do. He’s gouna let them sec it. "W: "Marshall has decided to let them see what?" G:''See, 
well , I don't imow wliat. He says he has decided tomopen the material. Mow, whether he is 
being selective, well, I don't know. But, uh, he, the material subjectbto that agreement." 

I explain they went to court to deny me picture clothes part, u ; "Well , now, X don(t know that 
they're goir ia lot anyone have pictures taken of thuis."I tell him "but the contract provides 



that they can't be seen...." G:"Well, let no ask you thisJ"I interrupt him to ask him to 
■understand that they have gone to court to deny me access to what I'd sought. He _ says, 

"...Well, I don't know that. What I can say is thissas I understand it, what they 
are new doing, they arc letting pathologists they say, doctors, anyssy, go in there and 
look at th&se things. 1 don't they will let ’em photograph any of the items. That I don't 
know. But lock at them, yes. How, when these- people start going, because they are gonna 
start going, what should I ask them when they get through?" I say depends on who. He says, 

"V/elij, the first one's gonna be hr. Jolm Lattimer." W?"Ch, desusJQf Columbia?... Then you 
should be familiar with the record that he has to defend". Apib&ogist from Be g i nning . Offer 
my file. "Ho thing that you're gonna get outta Mm that's gonna be anything butt propaganda." 
G;"Uh l( hull," HsHho are the others... "He gets list. G"Lattiiaer is the only one who lias 
been ;jiven permission. The other throe who had aslped for permission gne^hgr shall says 
it has not been denied, but it hasn t been granted or denied because 2 ..Hasn't focused him 
mind on it yet, are hr. Wecht, Br. uohn hiehols. . .Eorrest Chapman* ? examiner for Wayne 
c ounty, Mchigatt." Asks me about Wecht and Uichola when I say I don't know Chapman. Of Wecht 
say very good. Hichols I say off record is egomaniac, detail on Kichols character, and 
big puff for Wecht, rhen ay fear re Wecht, and I tell him of ay efforts to sec to it that 
it be denied at this time and for reasons. When I say it would be damaging to Teddy, ho 
interrupts to ask "Shy" and I say that if anyone understands it ana says it destroys the 
Warren Eeportaad I remind him of my offers to see my stuff in confidence, so he can under- 
stand this. 0:"Weli» I'm trying to figure out how seeing something like that in confidence 
would really, uh, help me out because it could box me in." I say this is possible, but the 
'Timas can get it from no, complete... "GsWell, here's what's gonna happen: Lattimer' s gonna 
see this stuff first. I don't know when the others are. He is gonna be say that it supports 
the conclusions. "W : "Exactly! " Us "Well, let me ask you thin: in tal k i ng to him, though, l»w 
can 1 sak him questions about it that might uncover his apologestie , un, position? "2 
¥: i! Tho only way I can do it without endangering myself is to let you have ay correspondence 
with him and his earlier writings." U", ho, what I mean is what should I ask him?" 

I tell him he is asking me to disclose the contents of my new book, lie says, ”Uh, huh. " 

I go into history of/with Times. 1 tell him I have to consider this history, "That's gut 
nothing to no with you personally, but you don't control the Times.".. ."G:"Xou know how shese 
tilings happen. You say they know about it...". Then he says, "Well, let me tell you what I’m 
gonna do here, I’m gonna go ahead, and pursue it. I'm in the dark about how. intelligently 
debrief someone like hr. Lattimer after he sees this stuff because I don't know where 
the residual flaws are. Ho, one other thirgkf before I quit: How do you explain the four 
pathologists who the government put together on the panel a couple of years back. How 
do you explain their conclusion, as 1 understand it, that there's nothing In there inconsistent 
with the Warren Report?" I say thin not their conclusion and explain in book. Remind him of 
proceeding in Halleck’s court and ho should remember. Boos. I tell him much so techincal that 
only one who has made deep study can understand. Explain again when he asks about tesmboolsdng, 
that thus is what would happen. 

"G, How, let me ask you one other t; ing. When Wecht - lets say Wecht gets permission to do 
this, now when he does it, he may really come ou and have something to ssy.VJ K ask him 
what cun C say, that it destroys tf R of doesn’t. What will bo consequence if he says destroys*? 
&£ G. Ho answer. So I say it will be- that Kennedy fand.lt suppressed. 'Tell him history other 
side and of chapter on it. G."Wcli, I think what I'm gonna have to do is just wait until 
Wecht lias a look..." ...I teH-Meuhou to roach Wecht by phone. ..."If 1 can help you in any 
way that ..on't hurt me. Prod ,x3sMsfakHS£X You see, my problem is " and I tell of printing 
problems. G. "Well, listen, we'll Redp in touch, and. I’ll got to Wecht, thds&'o a good idea." 

This from Bub. -bong silence, at end, but ssaall amount tpaa left. 

H ext side begins in raid-sentence, me asking if he has any idea whan L. Will see? "G". Yey, 
but that. . . "lops the line of your information that you don't want anyone to know..." He 
says only coincidence keyed to retrun thfi Congress. G. "...Mow, I have a feeling that Lattimer 
was given the go-ahead for this because he is, as you say, and apologist, and you see, 
his x’oaction. will get more public notice than Wecht, who cones later, or others,... by the way, 
tksssdsx the follow from Kansas,... what position has ho token?" I tell. "Well, look, 1 you 
know,, 1 just, uh, ...Let’s leave it this, I'll have a Jalk, with you, as I §fSd, you'll, in 
the course of things. I’m gonna write a piece abSffi/tfiic, and then we’ll put out heads to- 
gether and see where wc stand then, oaky?" I tell him more he should understand about brace- 
bandage, and I tell him how braces ar made# 


- * ... a »<*> what do vou think lie had the Ace bandage on for?" 

Explain about straps on J - ae * r"’Ynu'Vnou 1 have been reading that into 

, t „ ******* ***£ *A I «*n row thlnh M«d* 

wane he said. He nexi'-ionou ““ " A „ i +tc . h > e won te<i to see the brace and sec- the 
it had that Low anything about the structure 

Ace bandage to sec xx he cooLa c.,i — . . ^ » Thank c,.~, u very much for 

of the body, then. I tell of eurlie urxUng. it- *±&* 
calling, and you'll be hearing from me. 

loss southing missing at end of other side or beginning this. I phoned him back after 
getting out, ey picture of brace and bandage. 

Graham, 1 f\ 9/72 

*, 4. 4-v« r »- r4-tp osin© 

S...“e»t 0*1. «M no oioiot»r dmUM rether ttmW Mol ot to4»u* 

5 

S-’‘ -? *» T”J "S' “ “ten r» « «« 

?“ "i S" “to “XTh :L a h»c ot TO , an y» —**; ? **»«» 

Because I vaxitt.-a xo iioi-a uw* iUJ - ^ .... ~v+ nnt-,let me rente to that* 

pardon-,1 don’t think it was a good crory. b. ^ to a lot of woplc and got a 

f^ your point of view. It was a story ttet « s «x hope the day will 

good play and from a newsman s peunt **; different den cription of that story. Prod, 

come when you will of your own free w 1 1 &■ ' ■ ■ - " j, Q a&yjesD some of the 

g* "OX* okay. Veil, we'll see aoou, tnai. I J-jx «“ ^ ^ then 

questions I asked you, such as how can pictures and ^^L^n do. I've 
vou will begin to understand... • • <*• »el_, £»jJr L ^fe*'feeeo lo.iai® im 


^ f 1 * HI irt/iiildi is 

I've talked to him 851 ore 


1“ let ran know 


talked to tieeht. of course. I’ve And wo ’ll sec* who else does and 

when and if he gets peimssxon wo ^ , " g G admits . ’'dell, its possible 

— *—•* — ru **t »P *«. »;••: -Va teu 

that back then they could have very weU let that out^ K 0 y ’ n lc * EC tell 

you how l^P^ed. I caUcj ^^Lhow Mod if I ’Low what tri-xred 

“but Lea 1 called him he said I was trying * ^cSLeL 

of this thing were* And Rhoads sa-*.d, o ^ ”«j fool that since that 

t:ac v re edoa Of ^ ^ ^ ia ' contract ... So he Sa id, 

statute xu xn eriocu, yo., c.u no - ow ffl d got it.. ..ant’s «y memory of 

'if you want oome gne xt. 1 x* . u ' 63tactly , j3iat happaned here. And its juct one of 
XV* how as far us tnxs Ui^, A lx ^ i tgg f s±c1 in which I had said that fxv 

these things. Because of the uvOiy • * y1 ^ 1 * .' .*•* +v.»%,d»v« oe* 1 of th govcmiocnt would 

vears later non— govcrivucntal pooplo-people not ond.>i e ^ .jil-i., i r t." bi’t 

“ 2, «» Ui^X^ditar) «i ««“»-?■“ 5lo 

. . •; T A >1 r.AT’lv X^p^r.xirilji-i-.’ He PUi.lGtx biUWg ww-xvx ^ 

x guessxn back xn. Oh, 1 ^ a £ x SCTCWed aroU nd end didn t do nnything end by 

ne ana saxn, "Shock tlas, ma £W 0Il vacation. 85, I called the 

the txmei caller Burite i marshal. i - ol- ; r»r> Hied I VfHcvo that f s how it 

Archives and they gave « the nsnos of th, lour who had pylied. ^.x/ 

1'xap: icnca. Itm.uk they had records of that. Anyway, * f^hc vJSin Inlands, 

then. ^ thou „ *o» a„ M» he ^ 

right after the first o 1 who year, t *wn>to a letter to Luttimer 

"r^/S ^ ktl levSSt »UO «P MM tie- Otter t!«e. 

i culled LattlhOh e»d »t **» “ 

BOt H*e letter, eo uh« yo«_ e«»» »■’ «U. -a.ro. So he 


I can. 


So 


s letter, so wnen you. «w»*b - , w , ■. , 

<M » - *» tSM out she , 1 m. let «. .M i 1- Oy ^ 


id at soon as you ixnu ou-. n: o-*- , * , , 

called . hack IM M I'» M « MW ••» that',, no. at a*- «*• 

aeom to mo to be conducive to setting anyone up. That jus. napoeneu. 



I eaicpd if hi-- saw Lat-iimnr* s letter in the Inarch 13, 1970 helical World lev's. B* 

G. "Ho,! 'don't think so.” V t "ReiKaaber La. timer said txm the very b*sl» inc that he had 
doubt abou Oswald being the esoassin until lie saw those pictures and X-rnys? 0. la. 

W. "You know, he couldn’t toll a hie or lie.Its tiie voxy first sentence he ever wrote. And 

this is what 1 wanted you to see in Ids own writing. In the Journal of th-v Aaoncaa 

MoiLeal Association, tesom wry first sentence. Let m refer you to what I tkuik you can 
get. X can provide you with a copy. Its a ronarlcable t ing. How on narch 13, *970, 
lattimar draws an inaccurate chart tint can t be true of the single bullet theory and 

the picture is published and it exactly coincides with what he said he saw when he daw vhe 

pictures ana X-rays, that likewise just can't be true, Fred. Now let as read you - * have 
it here because another reporter asked a© earlier today -part of his reply to the object 
ion of a nr. Knppor, who moans nothing to me, ...’Oswald shows what the ^educated, EO-om- 
day traitorous guerrilla can do waas hie own people working %j.tn religious— 

a life, fcui proposing to kill as many 


type conviction, viiliing uo 
as possible. Oswald was devicu- 


anta-Ccmunista 


doled in Isis business, and araasingly cool 


T« 


you 


ibftr tiosefc I told you that I although I an not a particular Kennedy xan, I va dccjijy 
anad about what could happen to them, mostly becaua--.. .it would also moan ...I can t 


renembfi 

ean.oom.ed. a&o«_ — ^ . 

regard it ao totally accidental that the one nan who has since your story admitted m -cs hot 
qualified, and Fred, I don’t think you handled that really faithfully, when 1 to.ld you what 
th provision of ,tho cont act is. He is not in "an allied field’.. .'fhe one nan who cloar~y 
Ssess not qualified is the one who given exclusive access, what amounts to os ssSSassisr. copy— 
rxght.How you may regard that as an accident," 

G« "How wait a minute, not a copyriGht.Benauoe you’re presuming that none of these other 
people get to see the stuff. If that’s true, aure.W. "wall, it really makes no dif- 
ference if he closes to write. . . .Accl I think it’s one of the questions 1 asked you, "How 
come you didn’t cons It an indep*deat authority? "’This is on*-- of the norms of your business 
4t used to bo my business, and I don’t think the norm have changed tnat much since I was 
younger." » "Well, I talked to Vecht.” V. "A ftesr? Before you, -wrote- the story?^ *• J* 80 "* W. 
“Anti did you a ok Vieoht can pictures and X-rayr> show who fired tne fossr bullet i 1 G. "ft ell, 
that’s a pretty loads.! question, now, Harold." W. "Well, of course itsa loaded question. 


a pretty ... . 

because that’s ays a loaded story. You know tint pictures and X-rays can’t show void fired 
the bulict.But you were very uncritical about tliat. lido is the era-rent trend in r porting* 

jn’t.S. iasd tMs in what 




b i. ! ’ 111* ■ : 


that mokes mo. unhappy. It’s celled -objectivity'. Out 
disturbs m about the whole; thing. And the situation becomes one about a beatin^yoiur-wif© 
question. How you. knew in advance. ..that ihc.t -is a fiction that ho is involved in (back bree;. 
G. "How again in your letter I think that the way I Mentioned the brace to you rualxy over 
stated it. he didn t tlak about tlse brace much." I Interrupt to say 1 referod £ rod to L’a 
earlier writings on that. G.".\;l:,in any event, in hin talk vdth me very early jin th come 
he smtiraaed the brace end the bandage, and thou, later, in our conversation inter he saw 


th. ettuSf, ho diun’t woit-tg tglk.s.bpyi th-; brace." I ah 
bi.Hipi.i-— ^ bullet theory, -f quote pofcsifeLS tnat 399 lilt only Con-ielly alter seeing the picture 
and 1— rays. BHow X don t know anybody -who thoujit it worthwhil'. reporting tha. tnuL nigut 
have some significance; dust an X don't know a single paper in too country or a s-nglc part 
of the electronic mudia that asked* « . the question t’sat you said i::- loaned* ’dovf can pictures 
and X— rays; show who fired vote cliot?’ How I don’t think in any honest, iair const; that’s 
a loaded question, Fred, ncause I think it adureooes tli lead, the most important single 
thing, th-.- third x^rugipah of your story. And this is tuc noafline tnat every troataact 
that 1 have seen carried* i.ow 1 think it’s tile headlines anc. the story t a - ■ ’.rss locceA, sn.4 
you know, ixtttsk I'm being frank with you, Fred. And I think if you’U go over our converp 
sftion in a-.'vance of this, and I didn’t breach your confidonde, you’re aware of tliati"w« 

"Sure." W. "Even t ough 3 r ou didn’t s,sl< ne to keep confidence, 1 Aeloji ee broach rt.I wm?icd 
ko n about the potontird of this, and yet, from ry o.i view', and again I’m being 

fivatajsz, you and th fiiios hav" don-* th. - country a lot oi hem. with tlu s » now when 3 ou go u 
what anountod to an exclusive on it in particular, I don t know hov i«ch j'ou’vc done 
about following; it, but the wire storior- were virtually'' word*wfo 2 v«OJ?d j'ours.And * did 
think it vn a little bit unusual for CBS to give him a news conference Sunday right." 

G. "Wolx, lie Id a nows conference I #bink at which probably several irntworls at .rwidvfi, I’n not 
euro." VJ. "It w, -to hold in thh CBS Roporxo studio."...bxplaiui tint I li'-ow h<; cun t be «n 
exuert, "But I think you aa-le a bod ristrkr not to do two things. First, It would have 


-,k if he hoard I on CBS.Bidn’t. 



teifen you loan than r, half hoar to read all of L's writing on suwjovu. , 

t c follow the tradition of sp&atdns to somebody else after the interview .After thc^ 
interview, The quote you attributed to me, bpt the way, was ray correction to you of wliat 
Wecht told you. ..." Predict that if Wecht gots to see will be worse and repeat uhatl'd 
grdd earlier. Repeat again... G.'dhll, anywnyt 1 * 3 - 1 * I'H know wliat to ixjokyCor, I*w goiuia 
kc. p up with teocht, snd vo'll just, y’know, ae*> what ho says. "W. “What x Hfctt'toWiCW 
is whst you're gonna do about that third psragr;«h of your story' which says that pictures 
and X-rays prove that Oswald shot the- President." G."Well, M says M say's if says that." 

Fi" 1 know tliat, but I'd acting you what, if anything, your or the 1111108 will or in fact 
ear. do - Ixe mean, if the 2 Laes wore to print a front-page retraction tomorrow, the rest of 
those who subscribed tc that story wouldn’t, And the wire-services wouldn't." G. ^ “Well, 
listen, I S 334 caa t do az ® 1illix5 S about that. 

I'hat's what theOs^,' <* iSaiS fotfoaS^fiwayl'ohecl!: with somebody else to see if 
it is possible or you can always check youruovm judgement. That's why 1 suited you the question 
I did, Fred, because I want you to atop and think that you knew that he was telling you 
what couldn’t bo so. " SK a. "Well, listen, let's don't beat that to death.” 

I explain ray purposes to sg&e complete and accurate record, hence wrote questions to 

him. 

d li Ok, and I'll keep in touch.” 



